Revi ew of | nconme and Wealth
2006 Report of the Managing Editors
(covering period 1 August 2004 to 31 July 2006)

1. Introduction

On 1 August 2004, the Review of Income and Wealth entered a new era. After a period
of 17 years, the editorship was handed over from Edward N. Wol ff (New York

Uni versity, USA) to a joint editorship by Bart van Ark (University of G oningen,

Net herl ands) and Stephan Klasen (University of Gittingen, Gernmany).

During the 28'" General Conference of |ARIWin Cork (lreland) from 20-26 August Ed
was thanked for his services as an editor. During his period the journal has becone
the worl dwi de recogni zed journal on income and wealth issues.

2. Transition of editorship
The transition process of editors was conpleted by the mddl e of 2005. The editors
have made two inportant changes to the editorial process as of 1 August 2004:

a) all subm ssions are now being processed fully electronically. Apart fromthe
greater speed at which dossiers can be handl ed when subnitted
el ectronically, this change has al so been necessary to facilitate the
exchange of dossiers between the editorial offices in Goningen (where also
subm ssions cone in) and Gotti ngen (which handl es a sel ection of subm ssions
during the referee process).

b) all subnissions are now refereed using a “double blind” process, inplying
that referees do not get the nanes of the authors of submtted papers. This
shoul d help to further increase the professional standard of refereeing and
particularly hel p equalize chances for younger and | ess established authors.

3. Journal issues 50(2004):3+4, 51(2005):1-4 and 52(2006): 1+2

The production of issues 3 and 4 for volune 50 (2004) were still done under the
responsibility of Ed Wolff, for which we thank him Starting with issue 1 in volune
51 (2005) the new nmanaging editors too up responsibility for production.

The first issue of 2005 included the text of the newy established Ruggles |ecture
by Angus Maddi son which was held at the | ARIW Conference in Cork in August 2004.
The aimis publish the second Ruggles lecture by Sir Anthony Atkinson delivered in
Joensuu in August 2006 in the first issue of 2007

The second i ssue of volune 51 was a special issue on Inequality and

Mul ti di mensi onal Well-being, based on selected papers froma conference at UNU-
WDER in May 2003. Mark McGllivray (UNU-W DER) served as guest-editor for this
vol une.

The follow ng issues were all regular issues. In these eight issues, five review
articles were published (in issues 2004:3, 2004:4; 2005:3, 2006:1 and 2006: 2),
under the editorship of Lars GOsberg.

4., Status of dossiers

The dossiers handl ed during the reporting period may be divided into two
categories, nanely dossiers fromthe former editor (subnmtted before 1 August 2004)
and dossiers received under new editorship (subnmtted from 1 August 2004 onwards).
The detailed statistics on throughput below only refer to the dossiers since 1
August 2004.
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B. Di stribution by Region of Origin

1. Europe Recei ved: 98 (45%
Accept ed: 6
Rej ect ed: 28
Still open: 64

2. North Anerica Recei ved: 63 (29%
Accept ed: 8
Rej ect ed: 17
Still open: 38

3. Asia, Australia Recei ved: 34 (169
Accept ed: 2
Rej ect ed: 9
Still open: 23

4. Rest of the world Recei ved: 21 (10%
Accept ed: 0
Rej ect ed: 6
Still open: 15

C. Per cent ages distribution by nmonth from subm ssion to first decision

cumul ati ve %

Three nonths or | ess 7 (79
Four to six months 11 (17%
Seven to nine nonths 26 (42%
Ten to twel ve nonths 32 (73%
Thirteen months or nore 28 (100%
Tot al 104 (100%
D. Per cent ages distribution by month from subnmi ssion to final decision

cumul ati ve %

Three nonths or |ess 6 (8%
Four to six nonths 6 (169%
Seven to nine nonths 18 (39%
Ten to twel ve nonths 23 (70%

Thirteen nonths or nore 23 (100%
Tot al 76 (100%

Due to the transition process there has been an initial slowdown in the refereeing
process due to inevitable problens in the transition of editors and the
establishment of new procedures. The throughput speed inproved in later 2005 and
2006 and the aimof the editors is to increase the cunul ati ve percentage of first
decision within 3 nonths to 20% 3-6 nonths to nonths to 40% and 6-9 nonths to 60%
by the end of the next reporting period.

5. Speci al issues

The editors intend to continue publication of special issues, as they are good for
devel oping the profile of the journal. A special issue on “Poverty, Inequality and
Wl | -being in China” is planned for issue 2007:1. The Managi ng Editors wel cone

i deas for special issues and sonme prelimnary discussion on special issues have
been hel d.



6. Relation with the publisher Bl ackwel
The editors have been pl eased about the co-operation with Blackwell, which has
handl ed production of the Review very professionally.

The contract between the Association and Bl ackwel|l has therefore been renewed. In
the new contract the page budget has increased from 640 pages to 720 pages per
year. The latter has led to a 15 per cent increase in subscription rates in 2006
For 2007 the executive director and editors have agreed a 3 per cent increase in
subscription rates. It is the aimof IARIWto keep further price increases within
reasonable linmts and to explore ways to offer discounted subscriptions to
institutions from devel opi ng countries. For individuals, the subscription to the
Revi ew (i ncludi ng online access) continues to be linked to nenbership in the
Association with an annual nenbership fee of $75, which has not been increased for
several years and the aimis to not increase the fee in com ng years.

7. Qutgoing and incom ng nmenbers of the Editorial Board

The managi ng editors have received substantive assistance from menbers of the
Editorial Board in refereeing papers and advising the managing editors on
publ i cation decisions. The follow ng outgoing nmenbers of the Editorial Board are

t hanked for their services over the past years: @uido Ferrari (ltaly), Youri Ivanov
(Russia), David Johnson (USA), Steven Keuning (CGermany), Harry Postner (Canada),
and Thoman Rynmes (Canada). The follow ng i nconming menbers are wel coned to the
editorial board and thanked for their willingness to serve: Gordon Anderson
(Canada), Carsten Holz (China), Barry Johnson (USA), Sanjay Reddy (USA), Regina

Ri phahn (Germany) and Myeong- Su Yun (USA).

7. Final issues

The Review intends to re-establish the Kendrick prize to honor the best paper of a
two year volume. A conmittee consisting of editorial board nmenbers will make a
suggestion to be voted on by all Editorial Board nmenbers.

We want to thank I ARIW including particularly Andrew Sharpe and the | ARIW
secretariat, for their support throughout the past two years. W also want to
thank our nenbers of the Editorial Board as well as the nany referees w thout whom
runni ng such a peer-revi ewed publication woul d not be possible.

Sept enber 2006
Bart van Ark
St ephan Kl asen
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